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Love It, Don’t Leave It!

Are You Ready to Take on a Renovation?

BY ELLEN PERCIVAL

on to bigger and better things is one of the most

stressful decisions a family can make. Our journey
to ‘love it or leave it’ began over a year ago. Frustrated
with our lack of entertaining space, we decided it was
time to make a change.

If you're not sure whether to move or to renovate,
consider whether or not your main concerns can be
remedied by a renovation, or if moving is the only
option. Think about your commute to work or proximity
to schools, safety of your neighborhood, and square
footage - there may be barriers which can’t be overcome
by changing your kitchen!

We weren’t sure which was the best choice, so we
gave ourselves a realistic deadline of one year to either
find a new house or to renovate. With the guidance
of experienced realtor, Rick Czapski, we set out to
find a new home. When we moved into our home,
our priorities were extra bedrooms, schools and parks
nearby; now we need more room to feed and entertain
our very large and still-growing family. As we visited
pre-owned homes, we were able to isolate ‘must-haves,’
like an open-concept kitchen. In the end, we decided to
renovate our existing home; however, looking at a wide
variety of homes helped us understand what we really
needed from our renovation.

Deciding whether to renovate your home or move

How much is too much?

When you're planning your renovation, you need to
establish which areas really need work. You may need to
plan the work in stages. Think about the most valuable
areas in the house - the kitchen and the bathrooms - and
consider how much the value of your home will increase
compared to how much you are willing to spend on a
renovation.

There are many resources online to help you
determine what percentage of your home value you
should spend on which areas for maximum return on
your investment. If your home is worth $400,000, you
could reasonably spend 10 to 15 per cent or between
$40,000 and $65,000 on a new kitchen. According
to Rick, you can expect approximately an 80 per cent
return on your kitchen investment.
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Working with professionals

Hiring a design professional may save you a lot
of time and money in the long run by helping you
to avoid costly mistakes. It can be hard to visualize
your space without walls or doors, especially if you're
not sure what you can and can’t remove for structural
integrity. We had a good idea of what we wanted, but
we knew we needed the help of a design professional
to bring the plan to life. We hired Sheri Bruneau (Get It
Together Inc.) who took our vision, needs and wants,
and translated them into an amazing floor plan. Our
wish list included an open-concept kitchen with double
wall ovens, a large island with room to sit, and a butler’s
pantry. That's no small feat in a modestly-sized, mid-
1970s 4-level split. Joanda and Sue from Casa Flores
Cabinetry then took Sheri’s concept plan for our kitchen
and helped us create a final layout. They guided us
through the selection of cabinet styles, finishes, and
custom-inserts options.

“When we moved into our
home, our priorities were extra
bedrooms, schools and parks
nearby; now we need more
room to feed and entertain our
very large and still-growing family.”

There are hundreds of small choices to make during
renovations, and it can be a huge help to have someone
experienced who knows how things will look together
once the space is finished - refer to your budget and
decide what works best for you. Note that designers
often have access to discounts and resources which are
normally inaccessible!

Renovations, especially large-scale ones, are huge
undertakings. While it’s possible to do some of the
work yourself, consider your skill level and how much
time you're realistically willing to spend with an in-
progress renovation. While it’s possible to hire each
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trade separately, we recommend a general contractor.
A general contractor sub-contracts the trades, schedules
their work, manages all the different elements of your
renovation, acts as an advocate for you and a liaison
between the trades, and solves problems as they arise.

“If a project’s scope of work has multiple trades
involved, a contractor can be a valuable asset,” explains
Adam Strong (Strong Residential Projects Ltd.). “The
contractor works for the client, not his/her trades, and
instils confidence in the project while addressing all
customer concerns.” To ensure an accurate estimate and
realistic timelines, Adam shared our plans with his team
of subcontractors, who then visited our home to inspect
our renovation site. This gave them the opportunity to
see the scope of work and gave us the chance to meet
them, ask questions, and ensure any potential problems
could be solved before demolition.

Preparing for demo day

It's important to determine where you'll be storing
your belongings while renovation is ongoing. Sheri
recommends renting a storage pod, but if you choose to
leave everything in the home and relocate it to another
room, be aware that drywall dust gets everywhere!
Consider tarping your furniture, and make sure it is
secured safely to avoid little hands and feet using stacks
of boxes as climbing equipment. Preferably, displaced
items should be behind a closed door. Prepare to let any
expectations of order go out the window - the very best
we could do was keep our bedrooms clean. Tools, new
appliances, and new décor items had a habit of covering
any horizontal surface left unattended.

Food prep and cleaning is an often overlooked
problem when your kitchen is being renovated. You will
have no sink, fridge, or oven - how are you planning
to ensure that everyone gets three meals a day and the
dishes get washed? Can you replace large appliances
with a toaster oven or bar fridge temporarily? Do you






